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Report Highlights: 

FAS India (New Delhi, Mumbai) (Post) is updating the earlier GAIN-INDIA | IN2020-0195 | FSSAI 

Publishes Regulations for Alcoholic Beverages report. Post’s new report highlights product specific 

updates for the labeling of wine products Harmonized Tariff System (HS) codes 2204 and 2205 to be 

imported into India, in accordance with the Indian government’s Food Safety and Standards Authority 

of India (FSSAI). India imported over $433 million (6.7 million liters) in wine products in 2023, of 

which U.S. sourced wine consignments of about $1.2 million (184 thousand liters) represented the 

eighth largest product origin. 
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DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Food Safety and 

Standards Authority of India’s (FSSAI) website http://www.fssai.gov.in. The Foreign Agricultural 

Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs at the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi, USDA, and/or the U.S. 

government make no claim of accuracy or authenticity. The Government of India has not officially 

endorsed this report. Import approval for any product is subject to local rules and regulations as 

interpreted by Indian officials at the time of product entry. [Note: Use Google Chrome to access the 

links that do not open in Microsoft Edge. Indian host sites will geo-block site access on a rolling basis]. 

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

FAS India (New Delhi, Mumbai) (Post) is updating the earlier GAIN-INDIA | IN2020-0195 | FSSAI 

Publishes Regulations for Alcoholic Beverages report. Post’s new report highlights product specific 

updates for the labeling of wine products Harmonized Tariff System (HS) codes 2204 and 2205 to be 

imported into India, in accordance with the Indian government’s Food Safety and Standards Authority 

of India (FSSAI). India imported over $433 million (6.7 million liters) in wine products in 2023, of 

which U.S. sourced wine consignments of about $1.2 million (184 thousand liters) represented the 

eighth largest product origin.   

 

Background: 

 

Wine products imported into India must comply with both the general and product specific labeling 

requirements as specified in the Food Safety and Standards (Alcoholic Beverages) Regulations (2018) 

Compendium updated as of August 28, 2023. 

 

The general labeling requirements for wine include: 

 

(i) Date of manufacturing/packing. 

(ii) Expiry date if more than 10 percent alcohol by volume. 

(iii) Specific declaration of food additives and color/flavors if any. 

(iv) Country of origin. 

(v) Declaration of energy (optional). 

(vi) Wine with more than 10 mg of sulfur dioxide per liter, the label should declare “Contains 

Sulfur dioxide or Contains sulfite.”1 

(vii) If egg white or icing glass as fining, clarifying agent or any other processing aid of animal 

origin is used in wine, it should be declared on the label with a non-vegetarian logo, if 

residues of same are present in the final product. 

(viii) Standard drink. 

(ix) Geographical indicators (GI) declaration if the product is GI. 

 

The FSSAI in Notification No. Stds/SP (Water and Beverages)/Notification(1)/FSSAI-2019 

(published on December 18, 2021) notified new regulations and standards for alcoholic beverages (see, 

Appendix I). This included labeling requirements specific to wine. The implementation of the new 

                                                           
1 Sulfur dioxide (IUPAC-recommended spelling) or Sulphur dioxide (traditional Commonwealth English) is the chemical 

compound with the formula SO2.  

http://www.fssai.gov.in/
https://fas.usda.gov/data/india-fssai-publishes-regulations-alcoholic-beverages
https://fas.usda.gov/data/india-fssai-publishes-regulations-alcoholic-beverages
https://www.fssai.gov.in/upload/uploadfiles/files/Comp_Alcoholic_Beverages(III)_28_08_2023.pdf
https://www.fssai.gov.in/upload/uploadfiles/files/Comp_Alcoholic_Beverages(III)_28_08_2023.pdf
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regulations was effective immediately, that is, from the date of publication in the Gazette of India 

(official gazette), with food business operators obliged to comply with the provisions of the regulations 

by July 1, 2021. 

 

The new regulations listed the following information for the label on wine, in addition to the pre-

existing general labeling requirements for wine. 

 

(i) Indicate the origin (country or state) of the wine and declare the range of sugar.  

(ii) Declare the generic name of variety of grape or fruit used in descending order of quantity or 

raw material used, geographic origin, and vintage year, provided such claims are made.  

(iii) Declare the name of residues of preservatives or additives present as such, or in their 

modified forms, in the final product.  

(iv) Declare the name of the place, or region, sub-region, or appellation, if 75 percent of the 

grapes come from that place.  

(v) Carry the name of a grape variety, the wine is made from at least 75 percent from that grape 

variety.  

(vi) Carry a date of vintage, if at least 85 percent of the wine comes from that vintage.  

(vii) Allergen warning. 

(viii) Statutory warning – “CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH. BE 

SAFE – DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE.” 

(ix) Name and address of the Importer. 

(x) Manufacturer name and address. 

(xi) The FSSAI logo and license number. 

(xii) Date of bottling. 

(xiii) Net quantity. 

(xiv) Abv percentage. 

(xv) A lot/code/batch identification. 

 

 

The What and Why do We Care – Impact of the FSSAI’s (November 2023) Labeling Updates  

 

On November 28, 2023, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India issued Order F. No. TIC-

B02/3/2023-Imports-FSSAI – Updated Rectifiable Labeling Information for Imported Food 

Products. This order allows for the rectification of all non-compliant labels on imported food 

consignments at the port-of-entry (see, Appendix II). This action significantly facilitates foreign wines, 

including those of U.S.-origin, import clearance procedures in India.   

 

The FSSAI order permits rectifiable label/stickering for wine products, to include: 

 

(i) Name and address of the importer. 

(ii) FSSAI logo and license number. 

(iii) Category or sub-category along with generic name, nature, and composition for proprietary 

food. 
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Label rectification can now be accomplished by affixing a single, non-detachable sticker, or by any 

other non-detachable method within the confines of an India Central Board of Excise and Customs 

(Customs) bonded warehouse before the visual inspection, or the re-inspection by the FSSAI authorities.  

 

The list of permissible rectification label components, however, excludes: (1) lot number/code 

number/batch identification; (2) date marking (“date of manufacture or packaging” and “expiry/use 

by/best before”); and (3) country of origin for imported foods. These labeling components cannot be 

changed, altered, modified, or rectified and should be on the label of the imported food product when it 

arrives at the Indian port (see, GAIN-INDIA | IN2023-0091 | The FSSAI Updates Rectifiable Labeling 

Information for Imported Food Products).  

 

Additionally, product “use for” is: 

 

(i) For Exhibition Sampling: If the wine shipment is imported for the purpose of sampling at a 

tradeshow, the FSSAI provides specific guidelines to be followed by the importer. All 

products for exhibition shall bear an additional, non-detachable label or sticker stating: “For 

Exhibition Purpose Only” and “Not for Sale.” The importer may be permitted to affix an 

additional label in the custom-bonded warehouse, if not already affixed (see, Chapter 4 - 

Food Import Clearance for Specific Purposes in Food Safety and Standards (Import) 

Regulations – (2017). 

  

(ii) For Independent Events Using Samples: The sample consignment will be treated as a 

commercial shipment. The shipper (i.e., U.S. exporter) will need to work closely with a local 

importer to clear the shipment. The shipment will be imported under a wholesale license of a 

local importer/distributor who will need to develop a cost card (pricing) and finalize a retail 

price for each label to register with the corresponding Indian state Excise Department. The 

labels will need to be rectified to comply with the FSSAI’s requirements. Once the label 

registration is done, the importer will pay the custom duty and other charges for clearance. 

The hotel/restaurant where the event will take place will not accept the bottles until the wine 

labels are registered with the Indian state’s Excise Department. 

 

See, Appendix III for Post’s GAIN-INDIA reports published on the FSSAI’s notifications impacting 

alcoholic beverages. 

 

  

https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=India%20-%20The%20FSSAI%20Updates%20Rectifiable%20Labeling%20Information%20for%20Imported%20Food%20Products_New%20Delhi_India_IN2023-0091.pdf
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=India%20-%20The%20FSSAI%20Updates%20Rectifiable%20Labeling%20Information%20for%20Imported%20Food%20Products_New%20Delhi_India_IN2023-0091.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fssai.gov.in%2Fupload%2Fuploadfiles%2Ffiles%2FCompendium_Import_VI_02_01_2024.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CManiR%40state.gov%7C3e7b861188c349967c0d08dc23ff38da%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638424826621562894%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U3BNCgfZXQhM3tUBGHnTd5YbsXkFWHb5ESpTwVmWLZE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fssai.gov.in%2Fupload%2Fuploadfiles%2Ffiles%2FCompendium_Import_VI_02_01_2024.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CManiR%40state.gov%7C3e7b861188c349967c0d08dc23ff38da%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638424826621562894%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U3BNCgfZXQhM3tUBGHnTd5YbsXkFWHb5ESpTwVmWLZE%3D&reserved=0
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APPENDIX I – INDIA, FSSAI NOTIFICATION NO. STDS/SP (WATER AND 

BEVERAGES)/ NOTIFICATION (1)/ FSSAI-2019 
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APPENDIX II: FSSAI ORDER F. NO. TIC-B02/3/2023-IMPORTS-FSSAI – UPDATED 

RECTIFIABLE LABELING INFORMATION FOR IMPORTED FOOD PRODUCTS 
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APPENDIX III: CHRONOLOGY OF THE FSSAI NOTIFICATIONS RELATED GAIN 

REPORTS ON ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE REGULATIONS 
Date GAIN Report Title GAIN Report # 

August 21, 2023  FSSAI Notifies on Definition of Single Malt and Single Grain 

Whiskey 

IN2023-0070 

November 9, 2021 FSSAI Extends the Validity of No-objection Certificates for Imported 

Alcoholic Beverages 

IN2021-0144 

November 6, 2021 State of Maharashtra Issues New Registration Requirements for 

Alcoholic Beverages 

IN2021-0001 

December 23, 2020 FSSAI Publishes Regulations for Alcoholic Beverages IN2020-0195 

July 5, 2019 GOI Invites Comments on Draft Alcoholic Beverages IN9068 

April 16, 2019 FSSAI Publishes FAQs on Alcoholic Beverages Regulation IN9035 

March 29 2019 Implementation of Alcoholic Beverages Regulations 2018 IN9032 

January 14, 2019 Rectifiable Labeling for Alcoholic Beverages IN9002 

April 5, 2018 Final Standards for Alcoholic Beverages Published in Indian Gazette IN8041 
Source: USDA/FAS – Global Agricultural Information Network (GAIN), located at: https://fas.usda.gov/data.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

No Attachments. 

https://fas.usda.gov/data/india-fssai-notifies-definition-single-malt-and-single-grain-whiskey
https://fas.usda.gov/data/india-fssai-notifies-definition-single-malt-and-single-grain-whiskey
https://fas.usda.gov/data/india-fssai-extends-validity-no-objection-certificates-imported-alcoholic-beverages
https://fas.usda.gov/data/india-fssai-extends-validity-no-objection-certificates-imported-alcoholic-beverages
https://fas.usda.gov/data/india-state-maharashtra-issues-new-registration-requirements-alcoholic-beverages
https://fas.usda.gov/data/india-state-maharashtra-issues-new-registration-requirements-alcoholic-beverages
https://fas.usda.gov/data/india-fssai-publishes-regulations-alcoholic-beverages
https://fas.usda.gov/data/india-goi-invites-comments-draft-amendments-alcoholic-beverages-regulations-2023
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/report/downloadreportbyfilename?filename=FSSAI%20Publishes%20FAQs%20on%20Alcoholic%20Beverages%20Regulation_New%20Delhi_India_4-16-2019.pdf
https://fas.usda.gov/data/india-implementation-alcoholic-beverages-regulations-2018
https://fas.usda.gov/data/india-rectifiable-labeling-alcoholic-beverages
https://fas.usda.gov/data/india-final-standards-alcoholic-beverages-published-indian-gazette
https://fas.usda.gov/data

